
 

Year 5 Geography  

 Knowledge Organisers 
 



Y5 Autumn Term—Geography—Rainforests and Mayans 

 

Rainforests are very dense, warm and wet forests. They are split into 4 layers: 
the emergent layer, the canopy, the understory and the forest floor. Physical Geography 

-Rainforests are regions around the world which have lots of trees, plants 
and animals. The Amazon is a tropical rainforest located in South America.  

-Tropical rainforests are hot, humid and very rainy. They are found near 
the Equator. They contain tropical plants and animals. 

-Rainforests are an important region in the world because they produce a 
large amount of oxygen which helps humans and animals breathe and sur-
vive. They also help to reduce climate change by absorbing carbon dioxide. 

Human Geography 

-Many things we have in our homes come from tropical and rainforests 
including: chocolate, sugar, rubber, bamboo and many medicines.  

-Fair Trade is important in rainforest regions as well as other places 
around the world. It is about better prices, decent working conditions and 
fair terms of trade for farmers and workers in the developing world.  

Vocabulary 

Tropics-  The region of Earth’s surface that is closest to the Equator is 
called the tropics. The line called the Tropic of Cancer marks the northern 
edge and the line called the Tropic of Capricorn marks the southern edge. 

Rainforest– A dense forest with heavy rainfall 

South America– One of the world’s continents located in the Southern 
Hemisphere 

Biomes– a large naturally occurring community of flora plants and ani-
mals occupying a major habitat, e.g. rainforest or desert.  



Y5 Spring Term—Geography—Natural Disasters 

 

Earthquakes 

An earthquake is the shaking and vibration of the Earth’s crust due to the       
movement of the Earth’s tectonic plates. Earthquakes can happen along any part of 
the plate boundary and occur when tension is released from the Earth’s crust. 
Plates do not always move smoothly. Sometimes, they get stuck. When this pressure       
eventually releases, an earthquake tends to occur. 

Volcanoes 

Volcanoes are formed when magma rises through cracks or weaknesses in the 
Earth’s crust. Pressure builds up within the Earth. When this pressure is released, 
magma explodes to the surface, causing a volcanic eruption. The lava from the 
eruption cools to form a new crust. Over time, after several eruptions, the rock 
builds up and a volcano forms. 

Tsunamis 

A tsunami is a giant wave caused by a huge earthquake under the ocean. The 
earthquake causes a large amount of water to be displaced very quickly causing a 
series of waves. As the waves travel through shallower water near land, they get 
bigger and bigger. The wave crashes onto the land causing devastation to buildings 
and sometimes even lives.  

Vocabulary 

Volcanoes- A mountain or hill having a crater or vent through which lava, rock fragments, hot vapour, 
and gas are or have been erupted from the earth's crust.  

Crust- The outermost solid shell of a rocky planet. 

Magma- Molten or semi-molten material found beneath the Earth’s surface– igneous rocks are made from 
this. 

Lava- Molten, fluid rock that is ejected from a volcano and solidifies as it cools. 

Crater- A cup-shaped depression in the surface of the Earth, caused by volcanic activity. 

Earthquakes- Movements, fractures and vibrations in the Earth’s crust as tectonic plates move. 

Tectonic plates- Pieces of the Earth’s crust. 

Richter scale- A scale of numbers used to tell the size of earthquakes. 

Layers of the Earth 

A map to show tectonic plates 




