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Y4—Autumn Term—Anglo -
Saxons, Scots and Vikings 

Anglo Saxon Life  

• Anglo-Saxon children had to grow up very quickly. By the time they were ten, 
they were seen as an adult. Girls worked in the home. Boys learned the skills of 
their fathers. Only a few girls and boys learned to read and write. The Saxon’s 
were farmers, fishermen, craftsmen and soldiers. 

• Anglo-Saxons houses were huts made of wood with roofs thatched with straw. 
There was only one room where everybody ate, cooked, slept and entertained 
their friends.  

• Anglo-Saxons made their own clothes out of natural materials. 

• The Anglo-Saxons came to Britain as Pagans, worshipping many gods but many 

The Romans Leave Britain 

By c. AD 410, the last of the Romans had left Britain. This made Britain 
vulnerable to invasion. The warriors that invaded became known as the 
first Anglo-Saxons. Most of Britain was divided into seven Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms. The Picts and Scots were a constant threat without Roman 

  Village Raids and Viking Invasion  

• The Vikings came from the area of the modern Scandinavian countries 
(Denmark, Norway and Sweden). 

• The Vikings came to Britain looking for items to steal and trade and land that 
they could take and claim as their own. 

• Two of the most important raids by the Vikings were on Lindisfarne and York. 
The Vikings first raid was on the holy island of Lindisfarne and its monastery in 
793.   

Vocabulary 

Picts Tribes originally from Scotland who were often 
feared.  

Scots People from Ireland who, like the Picts, were 
fierce and powerful fighters.  

invade To enter and occupy land 
settle To make a permanent home somewhere 

conversion  Changing beliefs to another 
primary 
source 

First-hand account of an event 

secondary 
source 

Created by someone who did not see the event 
first-hand 

BC / BCE Before Christ / Before the Common Era 
AD / CE Anno Domini (in the year of the Lord) / Common 

Era 



Y4—Summer Term—Egypt and The Sahara 


