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Skill development 

A pneumatic system is a mechanism 
that runs on air.  

The word Pneumatics comes from a 
Greek word which means wind or 
breath.  Pneumatics have been used for 
thousands of years but really took off 
because of the invention of steam trains 
which used pneumatic systems. 
Pneumatics systems use air pressure to 
create movement. Air pressure in a 
pneumatic system acts like a spring, 
storing energy until it’s used. Pneumat-
ic systems are very powerful .  

input Input is the motion used to start 
a mechanism.  

output Output is the motion that hap-
pens as a result of starting the 
input. 

pneu-
matic 
system 

A mechanism that runs on air or 
compressed gas.  

Product: A moving dragon toy  

User: Me 

Purpose: To play with! 
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